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Definitions: 

· Fact: a statement based on evidence that can be checked or proven true.

· Opinion: a statement of what someone believes or feels. 

How to distinguish between Fact and Opinion: When reading a story or an article, it’s helpful to evaluate whether what you are reading is a fact or an opinion. As you read, ask yourself: 

· “Can this statement be proven?”

· “Is this what someone believes or feels?”

Words such as “think, believe, probably, beautiful,” and “good” are clues that statement expresses an opinion. 

Examples: 
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Read this paragraph. Look for facts and opinions. 
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	Statement
	Fact
	Opinion
	Clue

	The Sonorant desert seems an unlikely place for people to live.
	
	
	

	It has long been home to the Papago.
	
	
	

	The Papago take advantage of seasonal ranis, trade with the Pima, and gather fruit of desert plants. 
	
	
	





	Statement
	Fact
	Opinion
	Clues

	Christopher Columbus was not the first explorer to set foot in North America
	
	
	

	Stone anchors found off the California coast resemble those used by the Chinese more than a thousand years ago. 
	
	
	

	I think it’s likely that Chinese sailors crossed the Pacific and landed on the West Coast
	
	
	

	Vikings, or Norsemen, were also early explorers. 

	
	
	

	If he had, he would probably have been the first European to walk on American soil. 
	
	
	

	(Choose a line from the passage, and decide if it is a fact or an opinion. Write how you know in the “Clues” section.)


	
	
	


In your own words: 

· You can tell a fact is a fact when ________________________________________________. 

· You can tell an opinion is an opinion when _______________________________________. 

Desert People: The Papago


The Sonoran Desert of southwestern Arizona seems an unlikely place for anyone to live in. Yet it has long been the home of the Papago, who call themselves the Desert People. Over the centuries, they have adapted to the desert by taking advantage of the seasonal rains to grow crops, by trading with their Pima neighbors, and by collecting the fruit of wild desert plants.





Who Came First?


It is this author’s belief that Christopher Columbus was not the first explorer to set foot in North America. There is evidence that others got here first. 


	Stone anchors found off the California coast resemble those used by the Chinese more than a thousand years ago. I think it’s likely that Chinese sailors crossed the Pacific and landed on the West Coast. 


	Vikings, or Norsemen, were also early explorers. According to Norse sagas, or stories, a seaman named Bjarni Herjolfsson was blown off course by strong winds. He sighted unknown land to the west, but didn’t land. If he had, he would probably have been the first European to walk on American soil. Another Viking, Lief Ericson, sailed off to find Bjarni’s new land. Ruins found in Canada offer evidence of Viking settlers. 








